Comparison of two methods for the detection of verotoxin producing E.coli in human faecal samples during an outbreak of HUS in Apulia, Southern Italy.
This study evaluated the diagnostic performances of an ELISA method and a molecular method for the detection of verotoxin in faecal samples during an outbreak of haemolytic-uraemic syndrome (HUS) occurring in Apulia, Southern Italy. Two of the 16 faecal samples were positive for verotoxin when analysed by ELISA and resulted PCR positive for stx1, stx2, eaeA and serogroup O26. The other 14 faecal samples resulted negative with both tests. The detection of verotoxin in faecal samples by ELISA is a simple, sensitive, specific and rapid method (2 hours) of considerable utility for routine clinical testing laboratories without access to more specialized diagnostic procedures.